[New tools for preventing and evaluating risk practices for hepatitis C transmission among injection drug users: some reflections on injection rooms and the measurement of risk-taking behaviors].
Injection rooms should be able to contribute to the prevention of the risks of transmission of hepatitis C (HCV) among intravenous drug users (IDUs). However, these services have yet to be set up and tested in France. This article presents a literature review of injection rooms and explores possible ways of evaluating the effects of this type of service on risks for HCV. Given the difficulties of estimating the service's impact on the incidence of HCV, evaluations could target injection-related risk taking behaviors. The second part of the article addresses the issue of risk taking practices and presents a new research tool able to explore out-of-the-ordinary situations involving risk-taking. Tested on a population of IDUs in Marseille, this tool detects forms of risk-taking and contexts in which injection is performed, which are always missed by the usual measures of risk practices. It could therefore be added to these measures and be useful for evaluating injection rooms.